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Evaluation of Brilliance VRE agar for the detection of vancomycinresistant enterococci in rectal swab specimens Vancomycin-resistant enterococci (VRE) infections in hospitalized patients cause significant morbidity and mortality, and current recommendations for hospital infection control include VRE faecal surveillance cultures (Stamper et al., 2007) . However, the optimal methods for these cultures have not been defined (Delmas et al., 2007) . This study compared the performance of novel chromogenic medium Brilliance VRE agar (Oxoid; Thermo Fisher Scientific) with that of traditional culture to screen rectal swab specimens for VRE. Brilliance VRE agar is a selective and differential chromogenic agar for the detection of vancomycinresistant Enterococcus faecium and vancomycin-resistant Enterococcus faecalis. Brilliance VRE agar contains two chromogens that are targeted by specific enzymes: phosphatase and a-galactosidase. The presence of phosphatase enzymes in both E. faecium and E. faecalis results in light blue colonies. However, E. faecium also produces a-galactosidase, resulting in a mix of blue and pink chromophores within the bacterium, producing indigo to purple colonies. Brilliance VRE agar exhibited sensitivity and specificity exceeding those of BEAV agar at 24 h. When the incubation time was extended to 48 h, both agars showed increased sensitivity and reduced specificity, but the specificity remained higher for Brilliance VRE agar. Of the four studies comparable to ours, three (Willey et al., 2011; Scopes & Henry, 2010; Scopes & Silvius, 2010) reported specificity rates at 24 h for Brilliance VRE agar that ranged from 88.8 to 99.8 %, higher than that (87.1 %) obtained in our work, whereas in the study by Miller et al. (2011) the reported specificity at 26 h was 71 %, lower than that obtained in the present study. The specificity of Brilliance VRE agar at 48 h correlates with that (79.8 %) Scopes & Henry (2010) . Although this study has some limitations, including the paucity of samples, the lack of an enrichment step and the exclusive use of vanA strains, it shows that VRE isolation at 24 h is consistently higher on Brilliance VRE agar than on BEAV agar, confirming the former as a reliable medium for the screening and presumptive identification of vancomycin-resistant E. faecium in rectal swab specimens.
